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(57) An adhesive bandage having a backing mate- 
rial; a selectively placed layer; an adhesive; and a 
wound-contacting pad is disclosed. The selectively 
placed layer, which may be a semi-permeable film or a 
wound-cushioning material, has at least one dimension 



which is less than the corresponding dimension of the 
backing material. The bandage is cost efficient and com- 
fortable to wear. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
5 Field of the Invention 

[0001 J The present invention relates to adhesive bandages for application to skin wounds, irritations, abrasions, 
bruises and the like. More specifically, this invention relates to adhesive bandages that include a layer selectively 
placed to provide a desired benefit such as water impermeability or improved cushioning and protection of the wound 
10 to which the bandage is applied in the use thereof. 

Description of the Prior Art 

[0002] For man y years: adhesive bandages have been sold for the purpose of assisting in the treatment and/or 
15 protection of cuts, bruises, abrasions and similar injuries to the skin. These bandages cover and protect the wound 
while it heals. Such bandages comprise a backing material, one major surface of which is coated with an adhesive. A 
wound-contacting pad, which in use overlays the wound, is secured to the adhesive coated surface of the backing 
(usually, but not always, in the generally central region thereof) by a portion of the adhesive composition. The remaining 
portions of the adhesive composition serve, during use, to adhere the bandage to the skin surrounding the wound site. 
20 h some instances, disposable adhesive bandages are used to deliver active materials, e.g., antibiotics, anesthetics, 
soothing agents and the like, to the site of the injury. 

[0003] Backing materials made from polymers such as polyethylene and polyvinylchloride are known in the art. Such 
backing materials have the desirable property of being liquid water impermeable. On the other hand, these backing 
materials are also impermeable to gases such as oxygen and water vapor. If water vapor can not evaporate from the 

25 skin under a backing material, the skin tends to macerate and become uncomfortable. Therefore, backing materials 
which are both liquid water impermeable and water vapor impermeable are typically perforated to allow water vapor 
to evaporate from the skin, i.e., to allow the skin to "breathe". Such perforated backing materials may, however, permit 
environmental elements such as water or dirt to reach a wound. This, in turn, may delay the healing process. 
[0004] The development of wound bandage technology has been aided by recent advances in biocompatible syn- 

30 thetic materials, including thin films and adhesives that are impermeable to liquids, such as water, and permeable to 
gases, such as oxygen and water vapor. It has been shown that providing a sterile wound covering that is permeable 
to water vapor and impermeable to liquid water is an aid to healing of the wound. Various polyurethane films are 
available for use as backing materials in bandages which films are impermeable to water and similar liquids but are 
permeable to water vapor and other gases such as oxygen. Polyurethane films having a thickness of less than about 

55 2 mils allow for free diffusion of oxygen, water vapor and other gases through their molecular matrices while at the 
same time providing impermeability to liquids such as water. 

[0005] Currently, there are products on the market that comprise semi-permeable backing materials that are water 
vapor permeable but impermeable to liquid water and dirt. Examples of such prior art products include BAND-AID® 
Brand Water Block Plus* bandages, and NEXCARE® waterproof bandages. These bandages are known in the art and 

40 sold as water impermeable bandages. 

[0006] The aforementioned backing materials are known in the art as "semi-permeable" backing materials for the 
reason that they are permeable to water vapor and oxygen (thus allowing the skin and wounded area covered by the 
bandage to "breathe") and impermeable to liquid water (thus substantially reducing the risk of contaminating the wound 
or delaying the healing process as a result of the incursion of water and the like liquids through the thickness of the 

45 backing material). The above-described semi-permeable backing materials are generally expensive. In addition, the 
desired moisture vapor transmission rates are generally achieved by reducing the thickness of the backing material. 
This reduction in thickness, however, is known to make the bandage more difficult to handle, especially when applying 
it to a wound or other injury. 

[0007] Those skilled in the art will recognize that the entirety of the backing material used in the above-mentioned 
50 prior art bandages is semi-permeable. Thus, for example, in a typical bandage having a width of one (1) inch and a 
length of three (3) inches, the entire three square inch strip of backing material used to form the bandage is semi- 
permeable. 

[0008] United States Patent Number 5,633,070 discloses a backing material which is useful in the manufacture of 
adhesive bandages. This backing material is formed by laminating a semi-permeable film, i.e., a film having water 
55 vapor permeability and liquid water impermeability, to a flexible nonwoven fabric also having water vapor permeability 
and liquid water impermeability. Bandages using the backing material disclosed by the '070 patent allow skin respiration 
and prevent permeation of water through the thickness of the bandage to the wound site. The water vapor permeable/ 
liquid water impermeable film and the water vapor permeable/liquid water impermeable fabric are coextensive in length 
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and width. These backing materials are expensive and their manufacture involves a laminating step. 
[0009] There is a need for a semi-permeable bandage that protects the wound from liquid water, allows the passage 
of gases, e.g. : oxygen and water vapor, to and from the wound, is less expensive to manufacture, easier to apply, 
flexible, and comfortable to wear. There is also a need for an adhesive bandage with improved wound and bruise 
5 cushioning properties. 

[0010] The importance of a wound-contacting pad in an adhesive bandage is well established. The wound-contacting 
pad absorbs blood and other body exudate from the wound site. It also provides coverage of the wound and helps 
protect it from dirt, microorganisms, and re-injury. The wound-contacting pad often includes medicaments, such as 
disinfectants, antimicrobial agents, antibiotics and the like, An example of a wound-contacting pad which can deliver 
10 medicaments or other desirable active ingredients to a wound site is disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 5,81 4,031 , the entire 
disclosure of which is hereby incorporated by reference. 

[001 1] As used herein, the term "selective placement of a layer of material" means that a layer of materia! is secured 
to a backing material and said layer of material is not coextensive, in at least one direction (usually the length direction), 
with the backing material. 

15 [0012] As used herein, a "semi-permeable material" is a material which is permeable to water vapor and other gases, 
such as oxygen, and is impermeable to water and other liquids. 

[0013] As used herein, a "breathable material" is a material which permits the passage therethrough of water vapor 
and other gases such as oxygen. It will be understood that certain materials, such as woven fabrics, nonwoven fabrics 
and fibrous layers (for example, the fibrous layers of the kind used in wound-contacting pads) are inherently breathable. 
20 It will be further understood that materials which are inherently non-breathable may be treated to make them breathable. 
Polyolefin : polyvinylchloride, ethylene-vinyl acetate and the like polymeric films may be treated, e.g., by perforating, 
to make them breathable. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

25 

[0014] Adhesive bandages in accordance with the teachings of the present invention comprise a backing material, 
an adhesive, a selectively placed layer of material and a wound-contacting pad. 

[0015] In accordance with a first embodiment of the present invention, an adhesive bandage comprises a backing 
material, an adhesive, a selectively placed layer comprising a semi-permeable film, and a wound-contacting pad. As 

30 used herein, the term "semi-permeable film" also includes semi-permeable foams. The adhesive, preferably a skin- 
compatible, medically acceptable pressure-sensitive adhesive, is applied to and carried by one major surface of the 
backing material. The semi-permeable film is secured to the backing material by a portion of the adhesive and the 
wound-contacting pad is secured to the semi-permeable film. As is known, the remaining portions of adhesive serve 
to affix the bandage to the skin during use. The semi-permeable film has at least one dimension, e.g., its length, which 

35 is less than the corresponding dimension, i.e., the length, of the backing material. In use, this bandage protects wounds 
from contamination because it is substantially impermeable to liquid water, microorganisms, and particles of dirt. The 
bandage also provides a good healing environment for wounds. 

[001 6] In a first aspect of the first embodiment of an adhesive bandage according to the present invention, the length 
of the selectively placed semi-permeable film is less than the length of the backing material, while the width of the 
40 semi-permeable film is substantially the same as the width of the backing material. 

[0017] In a second aspect of the first embodiment of an adhesive bandage according to the present invention, the 
length of the selectively placed semi -permeable film is less than the length of the backing material and the width of the 
semi-permeable film is less than the width of the backing material. 

[001 8] In a third aspect of the first embodiment of an adhesive bandage according to the present invention, the length 
45 and width of the selectively placed semi-permeable film are less than the length and width of the backing material and 
the wound-contacting pad has a least one dimension, e.g., its length, which is less than the corresponding dimension, 
i.e., the length, of the semi-permeable film. 

[0019] In a fourth aspect of the first embodiment of an adhesive bandage according to the present invention, the 
length and width of the selectively placed semi-permeable film are less than the length and width of the backing layer 

50 and the length and width of the wound-contacting pad are less than the length and width of the semi-permeable film. 
[0020] In accordance with a second embodiment of the present invention, an adhesive bandage comprises a backing 
material, an adhesive, a selectively placed layer of wound-cushioning material, and a wound-contacting pad. The 
adhesive, which as mentioned earlier is preferably a skin-compatible, medically acceptable pressure-sensitive adhe- 
sive, is applied to and carried by one major surface of the backing material. The selectively placed layer of wound- 

55 cushioning material may comprise, for example, a polymeric foam, a woven fabric, a nonwoven fabric, or a polymeric 
film which has been treated, as by embossing, to have a thickness sufficient to provide wound-cushioning properties. 
The cushioning material may include a bi-layer polymeric film which defines a pocket or, preferably, a plurality of small 
pockets, in which air is trapped. The selectively placed layer of wound-cushioning material is secured to the backing 
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material by a portion of the adhesive and the wound-contacting pad is secured to the cushioning material. The wound- 
cushioning material has at least one dimension, e.g., its length, which is less than the corresponding dimension, i.e., 
the length, of the backing material. Depending on the desired properties of the bandage, the wound-cushioning material 
may be semi-permeable but this is not rquired. In use, this bandage provides cushioning over and beyond the cush- 
5 ioning attributable to the presence of the usual wound-contacting pad. If the wound-cushioning layer is semi-permeable, 
then the possibility of environmental elements such as water and dirt reaching the wound site will be substantially 
reduced. Bandages in accordance with this second embodiment of the present invention also provide a good healing 
environment for wounds. 

10 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0021] The invention will be more clearly understood by reference to the accompanying drawings on which: 

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective, with some portions upturned and other portions cut away, of one embodiment 
15 of an adhesive bandage in accordance with the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the bandage of FIG. 1 ; 

FIG. 3 is a longitudinal cross-section taken along line 3-3 of FIG. 2; 

20 

FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective, with some portions upturned and other portions cut away, of a second embod- 
iment of an adhesive bandage in accordance with the present invention; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the bandage of FIG. 4; 

25 

FIG. 6 is a longitudinal cross-section taken along line 6-6 of FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is a perspective view, with certain portions upturned and certain portions cut away, of a third embodiment 
of an adhesive bandage according to the present invention; 

30 

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of an adhesive bandage wherein the selectively placed layer comprises a wound- 
cushioning material; and 

FIG. 9 is a longitudinal cross-section taken along line 9-9 of FIG. 8. 

35 

DETAILED DESCRIPTOR OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0022] Backing materials useful in the practice of the present invention include, but are not limited to, polymeric films, 
including pofyolefin films such as polyethylene and polypropylene films; pofyvinylchloride films; and ethylene-vinyl ac- 

40 etate films. Other useful backing materials include nonwoven fabrics, woven fabrics, and laminates of polymeric films 
with woven fabrics or nonwoven fabrics. A woven backing material particularly useful for practice of the invention has 
polyester yams such as polyethylene terephthalate or polybutylene terephthalate yarns in the warp direction and polya- 
mide yams, such as nylon 6 or nylon 6,6 yams, in the fill direction. Alternatively, the woven backing material may have 
polyethylene terephthalate yams in the warp direction and polybutylene terephthalate yams in the fill direction. Such 

45 woven backings are known and are commercially available. If breathabilfty is desired in a backing material, and said 
backing material is not inherently breathable, then the desired breathabilfty may be obtained by perforating the backing 
material as is known in the art, Backing materials for use in the practice of the present invention are preferably breath- 
able; however non-breathable backing materials may be used, if desired. 

[0023] Apertured films are useful as backing materials in the practice of the invention. Such apertured films are 
so breathable films. Particularly useful apertured films include Vispore® Brand apertured film supplied by Tredegar under 
the designations Tredegar X-6799, Tredegar X-6845, Tredegar X-6923, Tredegar X-6944, and Tredegar X-6844. Ap- 
ertured films may be made from any polymeric material including, but not limited to polyethylene, metallocene catalyzed 
polyethylene, polypropylene, polyolefin copolymers, and ethylene vinyl acetate copolymers. 
[0024] In order to be more cost effective than current commercially available adhesive bandages whose entire back- 
55 mg material comprises a semi-permeable film, the adhesive bandages of the present invention comprise a selectively 
placed layer which is smaller in at least one direction, typically the longitudinal direction, than the backing material to 
which it is secured. In other words, at least some portion of the backing material has no selectively placed layer secured 
thereto. In certain embodiments, both the length and width of the selectively placed layer are less than the length and 
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width respectively of the backing material. It will be understood that the amount of backing material covered by the 
selectively placed layermayvary.Generally.theselectivetyplacedlayercoversamaximumof about 86% of the backing 
material Preferably, the selectively placed layer covers a maximum of about 70% of the backing material. More pref- 
erably, the selects placed layer covers a maximum of about 53% of the backing material. Even more preferably, 

5 the selectively placed layer covers a maximum of about 46% of the backing material. 

[0025] In one embodiment of the present invention, the selectively placed layer is a semi-permeable film. This se- 
lectively placed semi-permeable film prevents liquid water from reaching the wound, yet allows water to evaporate 
from the wound Examples of suitable semi-permeable layers include, but are not limited to, sem.-permeable poly- 
urethane films, semi-permeable polyurethane foams, semi-permeable polyolefin films, semi-permeable polyethera- 

io mide films available underthe PEBAX trademark and semi-permeable copolyester films available underthe HYTREL 
trademark. Semi-permeable polyurethane films are preferred. 

[00261 As is known in the art, the wound-contacting pad of an adhesive bandage protects the wound from contam- 
ination by dirt The absorbent pad may be made from various materials including rayon fibers; natural fibers, such as, 
but not limited to, cotton and wood pulp fibers, and synthetic fibers, such as, but not limited to, polyester polyam.de, 
15 and polyolefin fibers. Synthetic fibers comprising two or more polymers may be used. Blends of fibers may be used. 
The fibers may be bicomponent fibers. For example, the fibers may have a core of one polymer, and a sheath of a 
different polymer. The denier of the fibers comprising the wound-contacting pad is not limited, but typically ranges from 

about 3 to 10 denier. , 
[0027] The basis weight of the wound-contacting pad is not limited, but typically ranges from 0.003 g/cm* to 0.01 5 

so g/cm*. The size of the wound-contacting pad may vary depending on the size of the bandage and/or the size of the 
wound to be protected or treated. ,., . .. 

[0028] Typically, an adhesive is used to adhere the selectively placed layer to the backing material, to adhere the 
wound-contacting pad to the selectively placed layer, and to adhere the backing material to the skin of the consumer. 
The adhesives may be aqueous or solvent-based adhesives or they may be hot melt adhesives, as desired. Examples 

25 of suitable adhesives include, but are not limited to, those based on styrenic block copolymers and tackifying resins 
such as HL-1491 available from HB-Fuller Co. (St. Paul MN). H-2543 available from ATO-Findley (Wawatausa, Wl), 
and Resyn 34-5534 available from National Starch & Chemical Company (Bridgewater, NJ). Ethylene copolymers, 
including ethylene vinyl acetate copolymers, are also useful as adhesives. 

[0029] Suitable adhesives also include acrylic based, dextrin based, and urethane based adhesives as well as natural 
so and synthetic elastomers. The adhesives may also include amorphous polyolefins including amorphous polypropylene, 
such as HL-1308 available from HB Fuller or Rextac RT 2373 available from Huntsman (Odesssa.TX). The adhesive 
may be based on Kraton® Brand synthetic elastomers, or natural rubber. These adhesives may also include tackifiers, 
anti-oxidants. processing oils, and the like as is known in the art. 

[0030] The adhesive can be applied in any desired manner, e.g., by spraying, screen printing or slot die coating. The 
35 amount of adhesive typically applied is well known in the art, however generally, the adhesive coating we.ght may vary 
from about 20 grams per square meter ("gsm") to about 100 gsm. 

[0031] In a second embodiment of an adhesive bandage according to the present invention, the selectively placed 
layer is a layer of wound-cushioning material which, when the bandage is used, provides improved cushioning for a 
wound or bruise. The selectively placed wound-cushioning material may be, for example, a pofymenc foam such as a 
40 polyethylene foam, a polyurethane foam, or the like. The wound-cushioning layer may, if desired, be a woven or non- 
woven fabric or a polymeric film having cushioning properties. 

[0032] The presenl invention also provides a method for making an adhesive bandage. The method includes: pro- 
viding a backing material; applying an adhesive to one major surface of the backing material; securing a selectively 
placed layer of material on the adhesive coated backing material; and securing a wound-contacting pad to the selec- 
ts lively placed layer. The wound-contacting pad can be secured to the selectively placed layer by the use of adhesive 
or heat-sealing. Optionally, the wound-contacting layer may be covered with a layer of wound release material, e.g.. 
an open-mesh plastic netting. . 
[0033] Bandages in accordance with the invention may be square, rectangular, round, oval, or tnangular in shape. 
The size of the bandage will depend on the shape of the bandage and the size of the wound meant to be covered by 
50 the bandage. Generally, a square bandage may range in size from 5 cm x 5 cm to 15 cm x 15 cm, preferably from 7.5 
cm x 7 5 cm to 12.5 cm x 12.5 cm. The length of a rectangular bandage may range from 5 cm to 15 cm, preferably 
from 7 5 cm to 1 2.5cm. The width of a rectangular bandage may range from 0.5 cm to 5 cm, preferably from 1 cm to 3 cm. 
[0034] The thickness of the bandage of the invention will vary depending on the application, but generally may range 
from 0 25 mm to 5 mm, preferably 1 mm to 3 mm, more preferably 1 mm to 2 mm. 

[0035] Referring now to the accompanying drawings, FIGS. 1 -3 thereof illustrate one embodiment of an adhesive 
bandage in accordance with the present invention. Adhesive bandage 1 5 comprises a backing matenal 20, a selectively 
placed semi-permeable film 30, a wound^ontacting pad 40 and a wound release layer 50. The wound release layer 
is optional but is typically used in adhesive bandages of the invention to prevent undesirable adherence of the bandage 
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« rSdtel of FIGS. 1 -3, backing material 20 has a thickness of about 3 mils and has a first major 
Se 22 IndTsecond major surface 23. Backing material 20 comprises a commercial* available woven fabric 
aSpotSene terephthaiate yams in the warp direction and polybutylene terephthaiate yams ,n effl^ 
reTmyamsaresingleply yams, each yarn having a denier of 150. There are B4 warp yams per mch. The .H yams 

M ply ya^ 

treated by t^e supplier with a fluorocarbon water repellent to provide a spray rating of at least 80% as determined by 
1 05 est procedure. Backing material 20 is permeable to water vapor and gases like oxygen. The moisture 

o?SacWng20may range romO.1 mmtoabout5mm.preferably0.5mmto3mm, even mo ^^ 5mm 0 ^ 
mm The first major surface 22 of the backing material carries a pressure sensitive hot melt adhesive of the type 
escribed ge eliy in US 4.080,348, the dsclosure of which is hereby incorporated by reference. The ad esrve s 
SeVbyThe stfpp.ing on firs major surface 22 of backing material 20 in FIGS. 1 and 2 and by numeral 25 ,n 3 
Th^dhesl fe applied by slot die coating to the aforementioned woven backing at a level of about 60 grams of 
SesTepTsu^ 

of the warp and fill yams comprising the fabric, the ho. melt adhesfce adheres to some portions of the sur ace o the 
backina material but not to other portions. As a result, the backing material with the adhesive thereon s breathable, ,. 
fSZlHJSEaoe of water vapor and other gases. Further information concerning this backing material can 
eSS 

SSl Commercially available semi-permeable po^».»n 30. ««« . p^«^ 

adhesfve coated first majorsurface 22 of backing material 20, thereby 'T^^^^'^^ 
fng. This potyurethane film, which was obtained from J.P. Stevens underthe des,gnat,on Type ,625 ha an MVTR of 
about 25 000 grams/square meter/24 hours. As will be seen by reference to 2, semipermeable THm 30 has a width 
s bSe ualtothewid1hofbackingmaterial20.H 
m is oonsLrabty less than the length of backing materia. 20 to wh.ch ft is secured Vejy tyP^. a " d ^^ 
FIGS 2 and 3 semi-permeable film 30 is centered end-to-end of the backing matenal. Those skilled in the art w,l 
r^ognL !owev" that this need not aNvays be the case, and the semi-permeable film may. if des.red. be offset 

foers is secured to upper surface of semi-permeable film 30. The basis weight of th.s woundncontachng pad 40 • 37 
ou ceSsq yard The securing of pad 40 to film 30 is preferab* achieved by the use of an adhesn/e at an app cation 
ZfSSm small so as to maintain breathabilfty. An adhesive application rate of about 38 grams/square meter was 
S ecuring wound-contacting pad 40 to film 30 in the bandage of FIGS. 1-3. Alternatively, where the wund- 
^SS^SS^ soiled "heat-sensitive" fibers, the wound-contacting pad may be heat-sealed, preferably 
ZfiSESZ pattern, to the underlying selecth,ely placed, semi-permeable film. Physical integrrty o Mtf» J 
actinqpad 40 is achieved by the frictional engagement ofthe fibers or blendoffibers of wh, oh rt.s constituted Physical 
nte 2 of the wound<ontacting pad may be enhanced, « necessary or desired, by the application thereto of a b.nder 
s s klw inThe art. It will be understood that if select^ placed, semi-permeable film 30 . secured to backing 
Serial 20 "by heat sealing, the portions of the backing material adjacent semi-permeable film 30 wll be coated wrth 
an adhesive in order to adhere the finished bandage to the skin of the user. 

N0401 As can be seen by reference to FIGS. 2 and 3 of the drawings, the wound<ontact,ng pad 40 of the specific 
Kle^dage 15 under discussion has a length and width which are less than the length and width of semi- 
Dermeable film 30. This is a preferred, but not necessary, aspect of the invention. 

K ^ughnotaneceisary feature of the present invention, ft is preferable to cove^e upper surt^ 
contacting pad 40 wfth a wound release means 50. As is known in the art, an apertured p astic film or nett ng e.g 
one made from ^ethylene or the like, may serve as wound release means 50. A P ertured P^ f " 
covering the wound-contacting pad are commercially available, e.g.. from Applied Extrus,on Technology, M,ddletown, 

[otTVoSng^e the dimensions of the structural components of a typical adhesive bandage J* 

n FIGS. 1 -3: length of backing material 20 = 7.5 cm; width of backing matenal 20 = 2.5 cm: length of ™£T** 

ilm 30 - 2 5 cm width of semi-permeable film 30 = 2.5 cm; length of wound-contacting pad 40 = 1.8 cm width of 

InLnta^ 

Te an a fa oM8 75 square centimeters and the selectively placed semi-permeable fi.m 30 would have an area of 
isquaecentimete^ 

20 Wound-contacting pad 40 would have an area of about 3.24 square centimeters and would therefore cover about 

about 17.3% of the area of backing material 20. u Mf4ona Af cmo, 

[0043] In addition to the above -described woven fabric, the backing matenal 20 of the adhes^e bandage of FIGS. 
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1-3 may be a plastic film, e.g., a film of polyethylene, polypropylene or polyvinylchloride: Such films may be perforated 
to provide "breathabilft/'- Backing material 20 may alternate* comprise a nonwoven fabric or an open or dcaac I eel 
foarfT Semi-permeable films such as those made foam polyether amides or polyester amides may be used in place of 
the above-mentioned selectively placed, semi-permeable polyurethane film 30. 

5 ZS] Qufte advantageous^ adhere bandage 1 5 of FIGS. 1 -3. with its woven backing material 20 and rts smaHer 
selectively placed, semipermeable film 30. is considerab* less expensive to manufacture than a corresponding ad- 
eSfe an g" i which'the backing materia, is made entire* from a semi-permeable film and has no selective* 
oTaced layer This is because the combined cost of the woven backing material 20 and the selectively placed sem.- 
permeable film 30, as illustrated in FIGS. 1-3. is considerably less than the cosl of a semi-permeable film having a 

w lenath corresponding to the length of woven backing material 30. 

[O04S1 Bandage 1 5 of FIGS. 1 -3 was tested and found to have an MVTR of about 1 6,000 grams/square meter/24 hrs. 
0046 A second embodiment of an adhesive bandage in accordance with the present invention is shown in FIGS^ 
4-6 of the appended drawings. Bandage 115 comprises a backing material 120, an adhesive 125, a selectively 'placed 
senSlmSe film 130, a wound-contacting pad 140 and a wound release layer 150. In this embodiment, ba king 

,5 mlS adhesive 125. semi-permeable film 130, wound«ontacting pad 140, and optional wound release layer 
SI the same as structural elements 20, 25, 30, 40 and 50, respectively, of adhesive bandage , « illustrated in 
FIGS 1 -3 Selective* placed semi-permeable film 130 has a length which \s less than the length of backing 120 and 
a width which is substantially the same as the width of backing 120. As will be seen by reference to FIGS. 5 and 6, 
selectively placed layer 130 and wound-contacting pad 140 are co-extensive in length and width I bandage 1 15 em- 

» £SJL. sizewound-contacting pad as bandage 15, and assuming each of layers 30 and 130 .made oh 
samesemi-permeablefilm,thenbandage115wouldbe less expensive to manufacture than bandage 15, since bandage 
1 1 5 would employ a lesser amount of selectively placed semi-permeable film 1 30. 

[0047] A third embodiment of an adhesive bandage in accordance with the present invention is illustrated in Fl(x7 
Bandage 215com P risesabackingmaterial220havingafirstmajorsurface 222 andasecond, opposed major surface 
223 A selective* placed semi-permeable film 230 is secured, for example by heat-sealing or a suitable , a hesrve t 
m major surface 222. First major surface 222 of the backing material is coated with a pressure sensitive adhesive 
indicated by stippling in FIG. 7) in the regions thereof adjacent the perimeter of selectively placed, semipermeable 
St Sd^ pad 240 is secured, as by heat sealing or with a suable adheshre to 
232 of film 230. Wound-contacting pad 240 may be covered, if desired, by a porous wound release ayer 250 o he 
kind described earlier herein. As can be seen in FIG. 7, wound«ontacting pad 240 lies entirely wrthin the penmet* o 
selectively placed, semi-permeable layer 230 and selectively placed layer 230 lies entirely within he perimeter of 
backing material 220. Aftnough as illustrated in FIG. 7, bandage 215 . in the form of a square, I will be underst ood 

by those skilled in theartthat the bandage maybe provided in ^^^°^- tne ^^^^Z 
oLal.Manyvaria.ionsofbandage215willbeapparenttothoseskilledinthea rt .Forexample.back,ng22M 

35 p,aced layer 230 and wound^ontacting pad 240 could be circular in configuration. It : . ateo possibl 

provide bandage 215 wrth a backing 220 which has a square configuration and prov.de selective* placed layer 230 
and wound-contacting pad 240 in circular configurations of diminishing size or in oval configurations of diminishing 
size It w I be understood that there is no particular requirement that backing 220, film 230 and woundcontact,ng p d 
240 all have the same geometrical configuration. Variations other than those described above will be apparent to those 

40 [S Sowing are the dimensions of the structural components of a typical adhesive bandage of the type shown 
n FIG 7: length and width of backing material 220 = 5.0 cm; length and width of selectively placed i an. ^permeable 
m 230 = 2.5 cm; length and width of wound-contacting pad 240 = 1 .8 cm The backing material 22 o a bandage 
having the forego ng tensions would therefore have an area of 25 square centimeters and the selective* placed 

« seTpe^ 

cover 25% of the area of the backing layer. .jv^hmrtano 
[00491 Referring now to FIGS. 8 and 9 of the drawings, there is illustrated an embod.ment of an adhesive bandage 
Lording to the present invention in which the selectively placed layer comprises means for cushioning a wound to 
which the bandage fe applied. Bandage 315 comprises a backing material 320 having a first major surface 322 and a 
50 Tecond opposed'major surface 323. First major surface 322 of the backing material has a pressure sensitiv adhesive 
325 applied thereto. A selective* placed layer of wound^ushioning material 330 • secured to first major surf ace 322 
of baTking 320 by a portion of adhesive 325. The remaining portions of adhesrve 325 adjacent selective* placed layer 
330 and the ends of the bandage are used to secure the bandage over the wound or bruise to be covered^ 
[0050] Wound<ontactingpad340isp te cedovercushioninglayer330andissecuredtheretobyanysuteblemeans 

* g by an adheshve. Wound release material 350, though not an essential element of the bandage a > typtoa r p lace 

in FIGS 8 and 9 selectively placed layer 330 has a length which is considerab* smaller than the length of back.ng 
materia, 320 and a wXwh 'h is substantia,* the same as the width of backing materia, 320. In the illustrated em- 
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bodiment, wound-contacting pad 340 and wound release material 350 are co-extensive in length and width with se- 

KET CdSning layer 330 may comprise any of the following materials; polymeric foams, woven fabrics, 
nonwoven fabrics and polymeric films having cushioning properties. 

OOsTs polymeric foams include, but are not limted to, polyolefin foams, such as polyethylene and pofypno- 
pylen foams; pofyurethane foams, celluiosic foams, rubber foams, polyvinylchloride foams and the hke. The cams 
maybeopen.el.foams or closed cell foams. They maybe hydrophi.ic or hydrophobic, the latter usually be.ng^ 
Usefulfoam thicknesses range from about 3 mm to about 6 mm but these d.mens.ons are not crrtical. Foam th IC knesses 
less t n 3 mm or more than 6 mm may be useful as well. In any event, it will be understood that the thckness of the 
loam as we" as the thickness of the other cushioning materials mentioned above) will be of a thickness sulable for 
providing the desired cushioning function. The skilled art worker will be able to select suitable thicknesses. 
[0053J Woven fabrics and nonwoven fabrics typically will have thicknesses in the same general range as those set 

forth above for polymeric foams. . 
[0054] Polymeric films are useful as cushioning materials where they have been treated, as by embossing to have 

athfcknessessuffteienttoprovidethede^ 

in U S 3 929 135 are useful in the practice of this embodiment of the invention. 

[00551 Asmentionedearlierherein,theselectivelyplacedcushioningmaterial330maycompriseab,-layerfilmwhich 
defines a pocket or, preferably, a plurality of small discontinuous pockets, in which air or other gas is entrapped 

20 Preparation of Bandages 

f00561 Bandages according to the present invention can be made as follows: A strip of backing material haying the 

desired dimensions is placed on a work surface and the selected adhesive is applied to one major 

The selectively place layer- either the semi-permeable film or the wound-cushioning matenal - is placed at the desired 

25 location on the adhesive surface of the backing material and pressed into place. The wound-contacting pad ,s then 
secured to the upper surface of the selects placed layer by heat sealing or the use of an adhesive as desired The 
wound release layer, if it to be used, is secured to the upper surface of the wound^ontacting pad. Release strips, 
eg Lnizedpaper.are placed over the exposed portions of adhere as well as the selectively pla^d layer/^und 
contacting pad/optimal wound release layer combination to protect the bandage pnor to use. The bandage s then 

30 packaged in any convenient manner for example by enclosing it between two layers of heat sealable paper and heat 
S the peri hery of the two layers. The packaged bandage is then sterilfced, if desired by techniques wei. known 
in the art The bandages can be made by hand or on commercially available bandage making equipment, 
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In-Use Test 

r00571 Bandages of the invention were tested as follows. Several subjects were asked to app^ the adhesive band- 
aoes of FIGS. 1 -3 around their fingers. Commercially available water impermeable bandages (in which a semiperme- 
able film is used as backing material) and regular bandages were also tested, The subjects placed their bandaged 
fingers in water containing food dye for 5 minutes. Bandages were then checked to see if water penetrated into he 
wound-contacting pad (as evidenced by the wound-contacting pad having the color of the food dye). If the wound- 
contacting "pad dfd not have food dye in or on it, the bandage was considered to be waterproof. The resufts are shown 
in Table 1 . 



Table 1 



Bandage 


Pass Percent 


Example 1 - Adhesive bandage 1 5 (FIGS. 1 -3) of the invention as described herein and compnsing 
woven backing material 20, selectively placed semi-permeable polyurethane film 30, wound- 
contacting pad 40 and wound release layer 50. Backing material 20 comprises polyethylene 
terephthalate warp yams and polybutylene terephthalate fill yams. 


34 


Example 2 - Adhesive bandage comprising a non-perforated polyvmylchlor.de backing. Wound- 
contacting pad smaller in length and width than backing material. 


53 


Example 3 - Adhesive bandage sold commercially by 3M as CLEANS SEALS* Bandage. Backing 
materia! is a semi-permeable polyurethane film strip. Wound^ontacting pad smaller in length and 
width than the backing material. 
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Table 1 (continued) 



DflMUfl^v 


Pass Percent 


Example 4 - Adhesive bandage in which the backing material is a woven fabnc having polyester 
warp yarns and nylon fill yarns. Same wound-contacting pad and wound release material as 
Example 1. This bandage has no selectively placed film. Configuration as shown in FIG. 5 of the 
drawings. 
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[0058] The data above demonstrate that the adhesive bandage of the present invention (Example 1 in Table 1) is 
effective at preventing liquid water from penetrating through the bandage to the wound. Although the Example 1 band- 
ages did not perform as well as the Example 2 bandages, it is believed that this may have been due to poor application 
of the bandages to the fingers, leaving gaps where water could penetrate through to the pad. On the other hand, the 
prior art adhesive bandage of Example 2 displayed considerable skin maceration owing to the fact that said bandage 
comprised a non-perforated, and therefore non-breathable, polyvinylchloridefilm as its backing material. The adhesive 
bandage of Example 1 in accordance with the invention displayed definitely less skin maceration, owing to the fact that 
the woven fabric used as the backing material 20 and the selectively placed semi-permeable film 30 are breathable. 



Claims 

1 . An adhesive bandage comprising: 

A) a backing material, 

B) an adhesive, 

C) a selectively placed layer comprising a semi-permeable film, and 

D) a wound-contacting pad; 

each of said backing material, said semi-permeable film and said wound-contacting pad having a respective 

length and width; 

said backing material having first and second major surfaces; 

said adhesive being applied to said first major surface of said backing material; 

said selectively placed layer being secured to said backing material by said adhesive; 

at least the length of said selectively placed layer being less than the length of said backing to which it is 
secured; 

said wound-contacting pad being secured to said selectively placed layer. 

2 The adhesive bandage of claim 1 wherein the backing material is selected from the group consisting of polyolef in 
films, poryvinylchloride films, ethylene vinyl acetate films, polymeric foams, woven fabrics, nonwoven f abncs, lam- 
inates of polymeric films and woven fabrics, and laminates of polymeric films and nonwoven fabrics. 

3. The adhesive bandage of claim 1 wherein the selectively placed layer covers a maximum of 86% of the backing 
material. 

4. The adhesive bandage of claim 1 wherein the selectively placed layer covers a maximum of 70% of the backing 
material. 

5. The adhesive bandage of claim 1 wherein the selectively placed layer covers a maximum of 53% of the backing 
material. 

6. The adhesive bandage of claim 1 wherein the selectively placed semi-permeable film is selected from the group 
consisting of polyurethane films, polyolefin films, polyetheramide films and copolymer films. 

7. The adhesive bandage of claim 6 wherein said semi-permeable film is a polyurethane film. 

8. The adhesive bandage of Claim 1 wherein the width of said selectively placed layer is substantially the same as 
the width of said backing material. 
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9. The adhesive bandage of Claim 1 wherein the width of said selectively placed layer is less than the width of said 
backing material. 

10. The adhesive bandage of claim 1 wherein the length and width of said selectively placed layer are less than the 
5 length and width of said backing material and said wound-contacting pad has a length which is less than the length 

of said selectively placed layer. 

11. The adhesive bandage of claim 1 wherein the length and width of said selectively placed layer are less than the 
length and width of said backing layer and the length and width of said wound-contacting pad are less than the 

10 length and width of said selectively placed layer. 

12. The adhesive bandage of to Claim 1 wherein said wound-contacting pad is substantially co-extensive with said 
selectively placed layer. 

is 13. The adhesive bandage of claim 1 wherein the length of said wound-contacting pad is less than the length of said 
selectively placed layer. 

14. The adhesive bandage of daim 1 wherein the width of said wound-contacting pad is less than the width of said 
selectively placed layer. 

20 

15. The adhesive bandage of claim 1 wherein the length and width of said wound-contacting pad is less than the length 
and width of said selectively placed layer. 

16. An adhesive bandage according to claim 1 further comprising a wound release layer secured to said wound- 
25 contacting pad. 

17. The adhesive bandage of claim 1 wherein said backing material is breathable. 

18. The adhesive bandage of claim 1 wherein said backing material is selected from the group consisting of polyolef in 
30 films, polyvinylchloride films, ethylene-vinyl acetate films and said films are perforated to make them breathable. 

19. The adhesive bandage of claim 1 wherein said backing material and said adhesive are breathable. 

20. The adhesive bandage of claim 1 wherein said adhesive is applied in a pattern to said backing material. 

35 

21. The adhesive bandage of claim 1 wherein said adhesive bandage is breathable. 

22. The adhesive bandage of claim 21 further comprising a wound release layer secured to said wound-contacting pad. 
40 23. An adhesive bandage comprising: 

A) a backing material, 

B) an adhesive, 

C) a selectively placed layer comprising a semi-permeable film, and 
45 D) a wound-contacting pad; 

each of said backing material, said selectively placed layer and said wound-contacting pad having a respec- 
tive perimeter; 

said backing material having first and second major surfaces; 
50 said adhesive being applied to said first major surface of said backing material; 

said selectively placed layer being secured to said backing material by said adhesive; 
said wound-contacting pad being secured to said selectively placed layer; 

said selectively placed layer lying entirely within the perimeter of said backing material, and said wound- 
contacting pad lying entirely within the perimeter of said selectively placed layer. 

55 

24. The adhesive bandage of claim 23 wherein said backing material is breathable. 

25. The adhesive bandage of claim 24 wherein said adhesive is breathable. 
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26. The adhesive bandage of claim 24 wherein said adhesive is applied in a pattern to said backing material, 

27. An adhesive bandage comprising: 
5 A) a backing material, 

B) an adhesive, 

C) a selectively placed layer comprising cushioning means for cushioning a wound to which said bandage is 
w applied, and 

D) a wound-contacting pad; 

each of said backing material, said semi-permeable film and said wound-contacting pad having a respective 
15 length and width; 

said backing material having first and second major surfaces; 

said adhesive being applied to said first major surface of said backing material; 

said selectively placed layer being secured to said backing material by said adhesive; 

at least the length of said selectively placed layer being less than the length of said backing material to which 

20 it is secured; 

said wound-contacting pad being secured to said selectively placed layer. 

28. The adhesive bandage of claim 27 wherein said wound-cushioning means is selected from the group consisting 
of polymeric foams, woven fabrics, nonwoven fabrics, and polymeric films having cushioning properties. 



25 



29. The adhesive bandage of claim 28 wherein said polymeric foam is selected from the group consisting of polyolefin 
foams, polyurethane foams, rubber foams and polyvinylchloride foams. 

30. The adhesive bandage of claim 27 wherein said wound-cushioning means comprises a polymeric film which has 
30 been treated to have a thickness sufficient to provide a wound-cushioning effect. 

31. The adhesive bandage of claim 27 wherein said wound-cushioning material comprises a bi-layer film defining at 
least one pocket in which a gas is entrapped. 

35 32. The adhesive bandage of claim 31 wherein said bi-layer film defines a plurality of small, discontinuous pockets in 
which a gas is entrapped. 

33. The adhesive bandage of claim 27 wherein said wound-cushioning means and said wound-contacting pad are co- 
extensive in length and width. 

34. The adhesive bandage of claim 27 further comprising a wound release layer secured to said wound-contacting pad. 

35. The adhesive bandage of claim 27 wherein said backing material is breathable. 
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FIG. 7 
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